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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — CLOSURES 
Petition 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.42 pm]: I have a petition of 406 people. 
It is certified as complying with standing orders and reads in the following manner — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say 

Western Australian Premier Colin barnett has announced the state will close 100–150 remote 
communities in WA. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Members, will you please clear the chamber if you are going to 
discuss things out loud. A member is on his feet trying to put a petition. 

Mr R.H. COOK: The petition continues — 

He has stated that the WA goernment will not pick up the shortfall once Federal funding ends in July 
2015.the Anangu and Pitjantjatjara (APY) lands in South Australia are also under threat due to 
withdrawal of federal funding. Communities in the Northern territory have already been closed, having 
devastating consequences on those who have already been moved from their lands.Homeland 
communities allow people to live in their country which means that Aboriginal people are able to 
sustain their language, spiritual connection to land and hence their culture. When adequate services 
are provided to homeland communities significant research shows that it allows people to have a better 
health and wellbeing outcomes. This is in direct contrast to the experiences of living I townships where 
social disfunction and disadvantage are often at much higher levels than on homeland communities 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly — 

Stop the closure of the Homelands. It is essential the federal and state governments provide these 
communities with the services they require. Aboriginal communities MUST be allowed to live on their 
homelands and must be provided the same services that Australians take for granted. Premier of 
Western Australia Colin Barnett and Prime Minister Tony Abbott must stop the closure of homelands 
and share in funding services to the remote communities. We further demand that a Parliamentary 
Enquiry be established to investigate the funds distributed and allocated from the Royalties for Regions 
funding. 

As I said, this petition is signed by 793 people, and I have another further 406 signatures in petitions in similar 
terms that do not comply with standing orders. 

[See petition 243.] 
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